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Reminder
Membership Renewal
Now Due

See page 16

We are very pleased to announce that
the Society is publishing two very
significant works this autumn 1
see inside for more details
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Hebden Bridge Local History Society
The Birchcliffe Centre
Birchcliffe Road
Hebden Bridge HX7 8DG

Secretary: Diana Monahan - 01422 845982 - secretary@hebdenbridgehistory.org.uk

e
Q Archive Opening Times 2011 - 2012

Wednesday Saturday
2-5pm 10 am-1 pm

2011
September 14th 24th
October 12th 22nd
November Oth 26th
December 14th Not open
2012
January 11th 28th
February 8th 25th
March 14th 24th
April 11th 28th
May Oth 26th
June 13th 23rd
July 11th 28th

August 8th 25th



The Society as Publisher

We are very pleased to announce that the Society is publishing two very
significant works of local history this autumn.

The Diaries of Cornelius Ashworth, written between 1782 and 1816
detail the day to day life of a weaver-farmer and provide a unique insight
into local life at the turn of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. After
an advantageous marriage Cornelius Ashworth farmed at Walt Royd,
Ovenden supplementing his income by building, hop-selling and
weaving. His surviving diaries have been fully transcribed over the last
three years by one of the groups on the research course run by the

Society entitled OAgricultdseapad.
series of essays accompany the transcription and explore his farming
methods, religious life and various trades. The book will be published in
November and those subscribing to the book by completing the enclosed
leaflet can obtain the volume for the special price of £16 instead of the
cover price of £19.
Another course that ran in the late 1960s and
PENNINE VALLEY | early 1970s in Hebden Bridge resulted in the
eI most comprehensive history of the Upper Calder
e | Valley that has ever been published. Pennine
Valley: a History of Upper Calderdale was
| edited by Professor Bernard Jennings, and is
based on the research work of the Hebden
Bridge WEA Local History Group. Published in
& 8§ 1992 and reprinted in 1994 with corrections, this
& work remains the best local history of the area
== but has been out of print and very difficult to
| obtain for many years. The surviving authors
and previous publishers have very kindly given
the Society permission to reprint the 1994
version of this book with some additional corrections and work on
improving the quality of the illustrations. The book will be available in
September at a cost of £14.99.
Both publications will be on sale at meetings of the Society during this
seasonds |l ecture series. Enquiries

addressed to the Treasurer, Bramble Dene, Moss Lane, Hebden Bridge,
HX7 7DS.

It is expected that further publications resulting from the Agriculture and
History course will become available during the next twelve months.
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All meetings take place at Hebden Bridge Methodist Hall,
Market Street and start at 7.30pm - prompt

[ 21st September Steve Chapples

The Battle of Brunanburh

The evidence that this battle, which took place
in 937AD between King Athelstan and a
combined army of Vikings, was fought in and
around Burnley in East Lancashire.

regular contributor to the Looking Back ' ‘.
column in the Lancashire Telegraph. He has =
al so appeared on BBC
and has had his own radio programme on
Radio Lancashire about his bestselling book
about the Nelson Imperial Ballroom. e

[ 12th October Janet Niepokojczycka

Packhorse Days and
Packhorse Ways

~ | The days when four hooves ruled
~ | the world: pack-saddles, loads,
routes and bells are some of the
aspects of this near-forgotten way of
life. With reference to several pack-
horse journeys made by Janet
herself.

‘| Janet Niepokojczycka is a former

| infant teacher. She is currently a
seasonal blue badge guide in Lake
District and Scotland.




[ 26th October Local History AGM }

Nominations for committee members and any matters members
wish to raise are invited on p15. Committe e meet i ngs f o1
Hi storyo are usually the 3rd Wedn

The AGM will be followed by:-

D ave Shepherd
Prehistory Group update

Excarnation &
caterpillars:

the fruits of early
retirement

An illustrated account of some ofthe Pr e hi st ory Sectionos
the | ast year or so. Thereobds a full urg
are better explained as a short talk.

Some features made by strangely-used rocks, and some mechanically-

abused featuresé

Dave Shepherd is active in exploring and recording the prehistory of Calderdale.

[ 2nd November Literary & Scientific AGM }

The AGM will be followed by:

¢ v i e

Nick Wilding
T he Search for
Helen

Following his rediscovery of
the lost silent film 'Helen of

| Four Gates', made on the

1 moors above Hebden Bridge in
| 1920, Nick Wilding explores
the locations that inspired the

| writer Ethel Carnie Holdsworth
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to write her remarkable novel in the first place, and brings to life the
world she knew. The event will coincide with the long-awaited
republication of the book that many people claim was her best novel
‘This Slavery', written by her at Slack Top, Heptonstall and based on her
childhood memories of working as a half-timer in the mills of
Lancashire.

[ 9th November John Atack 1

Jowett Cars A brief history

This eveningodos t
JowettCars:Yor kKshireo
motor manufacturer whose
centenary of production was
celebrated last year. The talk is not
purely technical. It involves the
evolution of the family firm and its
post-war demise. Characters,
connivance and true Yorkshire
obstinacy all play their parts and
go some way towards explaining
why these cars are remembered
today, with affection or otherwise!
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John Atack spent 37 years with Rolls-Royce in various parts of the globe.
Some say they are still looking for him. He bought his first Jowett in
Hebden Bridge in 1963 and has been the custodian of several others in
the meantime. He is the Vice Chairman of the Northern Section of the
Jowett Car Club i the oldest one-make car club in the world.

[23rd November Peter Robinson }

Pubs & Breweries of the
Upper Calder Valley

This talk will take a look at the impact of
changing legislation upon the pubs of the
upper Calder valley beginning in the 17th
century, and will also examine the
influence of the brewing companies and
their successors the pub companies,
from the 19th century onwards.




